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INTRODUCTION

The Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (MOMRA) organizes the
“First Saudi Arabia Urban Forum” in Riyadh, from
20 to 22/6/1437H, corresponding to March 29-31,
2016AD, in collaboration with the United Nations
Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat),
within the framework of the technical cooperation
of the “Future Saudi Cities Programme”.

This forum is of great importance given that it
will be held under the high royal patronage and
with a wide national, regional and international
participation, with the aim of discussing the role
of urban planning and development management
in light of the Post-2015 Agenda and Sustainable
Development Goals. In fact, this forum takes place
after the United Nations Sustainable Development
Summit which was held in New York in September
2015 and had unanimously approved for the first
time seventeen sustainable development goals,
including the eleventh goal (Make cities and human
settlementsinclusive, safe, resilientand sustainable),
being closely related to the Conference and also
after the Climate Change Summit, held in December
2015 in Paris where States have agreed to take steps
toward dealing with the climate change challenges,
getting ready to cope with natural disasters and
being prepared for the urban planning importance
and good urban management.

In this sense, the forum will discuss — on national
level and with regional and international
participation — one of the most important aspects
of sustainable development, being the urban
development planning and management in light
of the challenges facing the world and including
the negative impacts of rapid population growth,
economic downturn, resource depletion, climate
change and high energy consumption, especially
in urban areas, which will significantly affect the
shaping of future sustainable cities on all urban,
economic, social and environmental levels and will
contribute to reduce the negative effects of the
urban planning process.

Saudi cities, like any other cities in the world,
are not excluded from facing some of the urban
development challenges, especially since more
than 82% of the Kingdom's population live in urban
areas and look forward to better life and work
opportunities, distinctive municipal services and
vibrant urban communities willing to face all climate
and environmental challenges through modern
urban planning and wise urban management.
Consequently, the Ministry of Municipal and
Rural Affairs has developed a new strategy for the
municipal work, focusing on improving the life
quality and Saudi cities prosperity, responding
to aspirations and needs of present and future
generations and achieving safety, happiness and
well-being of inhabitants.
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The Ministry’s strategy was centered on a
set of priorities (achieving sustainable urban
development, controlling and regulating the
sustainable urban  development, achieving
sustainable institutional performance, enhancing
effective community involvement, achieving
optimum utilization of municipal resources and
finally, building and strengthening sustainable
partnerships with the private sector). In order to
achieve these priorities, the Ministry is working on
the improvement of the competitiveness of cities
within the framework of the fair distribution of
development returns to the thirteen regions of the
Kingdom, based on six pillars:

— Developing and updating urban planning on all
levels.

— Raising the quality and efficiency of municipal
facilities.

—Raising the level of municipal services quality.

— Managing and conserving lands efficiently and
providing cadastral information .

- Focusing on the beneficiary satisfaction (citizen
and resident, business sector and development
partners).

— Developing the municipal work foundations.

W GOALS OF THE FORUM

® The forum aims at adopting a broad dialogue
with the participation of all relevant authorities
(governmental sector, private sector, community
organizations and regional and international
universities and institutions) on the role of
urban planning and wise management in the
development of prosperous and sustainable cities
within the framework of the modern Ministry
strategy and view and in light of the international
decisions on post-2015 sustainable development
and the decisions of 2015 World Climate Summit in
Paris.

® The forum aims as well at discussing the role of
good urban planning and wise urban/municipal
management in addressing the challenges faced by
Saudi cities and is held after nearly half a century
of practice of various planning methods which
allowed Saudi cities achieve great qualitative leaps,
after experiencing different challenges resulting
from unbalanced urban planning and management
of land development outside the framework of
proper planning.
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MAIN LINES OF ACTION

The Forum will touch on the main issues and
developments related to urban planning and
cities management and will suggest planning and
management approaches and methodologies
achieving a better urban, sustainable and
prosperous future for the Saudi cities, through
a series of thirteen major and parallel working
sessions with keynote speakers, including national
and international development speakers in addition
to local, regional and international experts and
professionals from the different sectors, all sharing
their scientific and practical experiences.

The Forum adopts as well the approach of broad
participation of national, governmental, academic,
civil and international institutions in its sessions,
which will include presentations on local and
international experiences, broad national and
regional dialogue sessions and other dialogue
sessions concerning the role of youth and women
in urban planning, in addition to specialized
training workshops organized by international and
local partners.

This conference will also contribute to the
enhancement of the role of practitioners, professionals
and academics in order to develop an urban planning
and sustainable cities development approach in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, by providing a platform for
the dialogue and discussion on the following themes:

Modern trends in urban planning.
Urban shifts for sustainable urbanization.

Specialists dialogue: models of connected and
integrated cities.

Secretaries dialogue: sustainable cities planning
and management.

Efficient  coordination of the provision of
municipal services between the involved sectors.

Modernization of institutions and legislations to
improve the quality of services and works in cities .

Role of partners in the development of
sustainable cities (youth, women, private sector
and municipal councils).

Capacity building and skills development of
workers in the field of urban planning.

The outcomes of this Forum will form an integral
part of the Kingdom preparations for the attendance
of the Third United Nations Conference on Housing
and Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat 1), to
be held in Quito, Ecuador in October 2016, as one
of the most important conferences on sustainable
urban development and urban planning, held every
twenty years with a wide international participation.
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ACCOMPANYING EXHIBITION

The form will be accompanied by a specialized
exhibition on the modern ideas and innovations of
urban planning and cities and services management.
In fact, the Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs
seeks to increase the competitiveness of cities and
to shape sustainable cities, by raising the efficiency
of services, improving urban planning methods
and ways, developing qualified personnel to
adopt innovative and modern planning ideas and
solutions and managing the provision of municipal
services and land development. Furthermore, the
accompanying exhibition is the right place to build
effective partnerships between regional, local
and international companies, specialists from the
Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs, secretariats,
municipalities and governmental agencies, including
service providers at the municipal level as well as
regional and international institutions operating in
this field and through the following sections:
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Modern and wise urban planning solutions

This section of the exhibition will display the wise
urban planning solutions, including computer
and smartphones software and programs on the
planning, analysis and follow-up; unconventional
urban planning solutions suggested by consulting
offices; their national and international experience
in the provision of innovative planning solutions
for economically, environmentally and socially
sustainable cities; methods and mechanisms of public
participation in planning; civil community institutions
and their experience in stimulating the participation
in planning and coordinating the roles of partners
to improve the urban environment; as well as the
preparation of urban indicators and cities prosperity
indicators and local and international experience
in supporting the planning decisions through the
indicators in addition to various analysis programs
and assistance in the decision-making process.

Utilities services and main equipment

This section will be allocated for the companies
specialized in providing utilities and suggesting wise
management and implementation solutions, including
roads, water lines, sewerage systems, sanitation services,
waste segregation, public transportation means, metro,
provision of public parking lots, in addition to their
management solutions, innovative solutions for the
management of natural and environmental disasters
in cities, programs and systems for the responsiveness
and preparedness in case of services and utilities related
problems.

Municipal services and finance

This sectionis designed for the companies specialized
in cities management, participation of both public
and private sectors in the management in order
to promote the local productivity and maximize
revenues and expenditure rationalization and for the
cities which have built efficient partnerships with the
private sectors in order to provide municipal services
and wise solutions that contribute to reducing the
time required to obtain professional licenses and
building licenses for commercial activities and the
adoption of land parceling in order to increase the
competitiveness of the business sector

Urban lands management

This section will be allocated for the companies and
institutions specialized in the land management,
provision of programs and systems to improve
the land uses, methods to provide and allocate
lands for different projects, land pricing and
development revenues assessment, in addition to
the innovative solutions to impose duties on lands
and the related implementation method, lands and
properties registration and transfer and information
networking.

Capacity-building for sustainable urban development
This section will be allocated for the companies,
institutions and centers specialized in the provision of
innovative training on the modern cities management,
urban planning, community involvement, lands
management, municipal finance, use of geographical
information systems and other urban development
planning and management systems.

1Al hn AT usillg diyanll Jolall ouud

JoLal Ay iy g w yAycoll o owollia o
§9AJlg g e awolp y-o Il ol A sl
Il &lJasg doiliedlg Jdallg h dnail) (A3l
ol nhA Tl dausi el mealglay dyliiwl
Jng oJagj (?_9 doJlcdlg duidngll meayjlaig
LJaLomIa.oI:u I 1oua.ob.1b3u0J_ﬁma.mng
duur idl aAjliiedl wllg §) g L_L£LOD| Ldwg
o20dl godaoll wlunwgo elJisg Al -9
\gJ,_uJ_Ugb_LijJlb_QClﬁJL_umJU.LQLUb.SLmJJng
alac|elJa’ig o_f_LJI}o_LJIWIL;}_uJQJJLléJ_LLLJIJIQQI
ujlailg ya_odl jlaajl wlyib§og du il il g oll
oA 8l ALAT e -8 dujgallg dua ol
GLaliA oJl aol pJl Il G8LAIU ¢l j1B§ 0l JULA oo

SIS ALAIT 8 6arcLuiallg J il

sduwlw Ul ol e ilg Gl poll iloas mouud

(,_CI dnnAioll wld)al) nnAw powdll 2 ag
u—0 Laaroiig duAall Lajjlal JgJag G-8ljodl J1agi
dsthll wloang ,-an &) ngoluo hg hag G-
g)iodlg Lol J 86Ul hiliwgg wlilei J nallg
JoJaJl elJaAg Lajjlal Jgdag dooledl o Slgodl y18gig
vroll9 Gy ducudnl ¢ jlg Al 6 jlal 6 ) ATuodl
aic :l|:Lr'_L|.U.U|g Al iwlU dnladld_olailig ol pulg

.8-8loJlg loaalu dJA 1i1o ¢igan

: g2l Jugoillg duall cloas)l fouud
8lal -8 dnn Aol WA J iUl @ami uy powdl A @
6 jlall -8 Jallg LA eLindll GAjLiitog aoJl
2 }ig wilalll dAcig dda ol dualivl Jal g o
Lo LS Al 2l caold Ul gaedl eUaAg GLasll
JolnJlg dall aloasl 11897 6 yalAl eLindll 6o
e Jonall g oj Julsi -6 b Ul dasall
Ul aalyig dyjladl Lol u.um_oJluo_ml}UI
U0 lJag -l Dl ouwléi aledelg dujladll da il

T Jlocdl elng) du sl 6aluj Jal

8y Al A6 jlal fouus
alunw§olly ol al) pewdl ia gandw
dolailllg @olpul J 18919 -AUIBlal (-6 danA ol
wA A9 J 69T §)-bg Al ol gruail
ruollg e wnilg dolifoll wlegy el Al
A8 6 AlLodl Jg ol el Jakg 6odill alg g LaJ
Juowii acol g Laduini duuag (ol e og-w i
Gilogleollg GAariulingpig Laldig wilialollg Al

dolaiuto]l &y Al duoddd wilya6ll el outd
alungoelly oA al) powdl ia janAw
uyjall Juegi (,_9 dnniioedl duwjall jAlpoellg
(_,_J|J_0_LJ|b.L|Q3_lJ|90.._U33J|\_]3_0J|O_J|3|b_Q Aluoll
\53_11.”\_J_JQAU|9(_,_C)|_JU|OJ|3|90.J.L0_D.0J|O.§JLHJAJ|Q
a_.D|JJJ|9 GJ._CJU_m_” wlogleodl @A) olaaiuwlg

Jdolai_uiodl duoddl 6jlalg h AUl (-8 Al



PARTICIPATION & SUBSCRIPTION

Those who wish to participate in the exhibition
are kindly required to fill the form prepared to that
effect and available on the conference electronic
page and to send it by email at the following
address:  info@saudiurbanforum.net

The exhibition includes 39 pavilions of different
areas to meet the requirements of exhibitors and
which will be allocated based on the booking

propriety.

I PLACE & DATE OF THE FORUM

The Forum will be held in the city of Riyadh, King
Faisal Conference Hall (Riyadh Intercontinental Hotel)
for 3 days, from the 29th to the 31st of March 2016.

Riyadh City
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= INVITED PARTICIPANTS

Riyadh Metro

The Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs invites
all the concerned parties, companies, consultants
and academics to participate in the forum and its
dialogue sessions and to subscribe to the training
program and specialized sessions, including:

@ Secretariats and municipalities

@ Regional and municipal councils

@ Universities and research institutions and centers
@ Partners from the private and public sectors

® Concerned civil community institutions

@ Concerned international organizations

@ Consultancy offices and firms

Participants are kindly required to register on the
forum page and fill the data form prepared to this
effect. The registration door will be open to public
from the 1st of January 2016 to the 15th of March
2016. The registered participants will be notified
of the acceptance of their registration and will be
granted a registration number which should be
presented the day of the conference to issue the
forum entry card.
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REGISTRATION FORM
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Please fill this form & send it to

info@saudiurbanforum.net
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29-31 March 2016 - King Faisal Conferences Hall Riyadh - InterContinental Hotel

First Name Joll ouw Ul @Middle Name buwglll ouwUl fl Last Name alilcJl

Organization
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Mobile No.: :JlgaJl  Zip Code: 15l jo i
Telephone: :@jlall  P.O. Box: syl ggain
Fax: :yusls  Country: :ajgal
Email: (oAl - City: ;6 oJl
Website: :&8g0Jl  Address: wylgicl
Tel: +966 11 460 2332 - Ext. 115 :9jla
Fax: +966 11 460 2316 (yUALe
email: info@saudiurbanforum.net (9 Allayp
Website: www.saudiurbanforum.net :&9g-0Jl
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